
Kiwi Liam Lawson - the reigning 
champion and a drover on the Red Bull 
F1 team’s junior driver programme - is the 
man in the hot seat as the Castrol Toyota 
Racing Series heads to Hampton Downs 
this weekend for the third round of the 
2020 Championship.

LAWSON HAS LEAD – 
BUT THE PACK’S CHASING

Lawson won both of the first two rounds - at Highlands 
Motorsport Park and Teretonga Park - and arrives at 
Hampton Downs to start the North Island leg of the 

series after a South Island leg where he had it far from his 
own way.

There have been six different races and four different winners. 
Lawson has won three, with Brazil’s Caio Collet, Lawson’s 
Red Bull team mate Yuki Tsunoda and French karting 
superstar Emilien Denner all on one apiece. Collet’s crossed 
the line first on two occasions, but that win was stripped after 
he was penalised for a practice start on the warm up lap at 
Highlands Park and was inherited by Lawson.

 The man who sits in second place in the points table is 
another Brazilian, Igor Fraga. A gaming mega star and 
the best in the world on the PlayStation ‘Gran Turismo’ 
experience, Fraga chased Lawson hard in last weekend’s 
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There’s a big field with the 
best young drivers in the world 
to look forward to 

feature race at Teretonga and has been a consistent points 
scorer who seems to make no mistakes. He must be due a win 
soon and at the very least, can be expected to maintain strong 
pressure on the New Zealander regardless of the outcome of 
the weekend’s three races at the North Waikato track.

Liam Lawson has 
the points lead 
heading into the 
Hampton Downs 
weekend
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Jackson Walls has a pole 
position to his credit and 
will be fast this weekend

Igor Fraga is currebntly 
Liam Lawson’s closest 
challenger

Toyota’s new generation of car is a season highlight this 
year too. Packing more horsepower than any previous TRS 
car, the FT60 has more downforce and bigger tyres than 
its predecessor and is also brimmed with the latest safety 
technology straight from Formula One like the halo, wheel 
tethers and side intrusion protection. The drivers are enjoying 
it and it’s a challenging car, but it’s also a fast car. RS lap 
records and outright lap records are under threat wherever 
it goes and Hampton Downs’ national circuit record, which 
stands in the low 59 second mark, could well be under threat 
this weekend if weather and track conditions are right.

Eighteen cars or possibly nineteen should start this weekend, 
with young Tijmen van der Helm making his debut in the 
category having turned 16 earlier this week to make the FIA 
age limit to drive this type of racing car.

As well as the race winners and fast man Fraga, watch out too 
for Grégoire Saucy, Lirim Zendeli and Franco Colapinto, a 
young driver being nurtured under the watchful eye of one of 
the sport’s all-time greats, one Fernando Alonso.

It all kicks off with practice sessions on Thursday and Friday 
before Saturday morning qualifying. That defines the grid 
for the first race on Saturday afternoon. Sunday has Race 2, 
which will be either a reverse top six or reverse top eight from 
Saturday’s race results, there’s a second qualifying session for 
the feature race and then on Sunday afternoon the big one, 
the Denny Hulme Memorial Trophy.

Fly the Kiwi flag high and cheer on our champion as he 
continues his journey to the top of the sport.
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