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Toyota GAZOO Racing’s new FT-60 – the car that will take the Castrol Toyota Racing 
Series into its 16th season and third generation – is the most important single seater 
to grace the tacks of New Zealand for a considerable period of time.

TOYOTA’S NEW GLOBAL PLAYER

With FIA Super License points on offer to the 
top championship runners and a specification 
that more than matches the car with other 

global F3 regional series, the five weekend championship 
will be guaranteed to be on the racing radars of the world’s 
finest up and coming single seater racers. That means 
drivers can bank points towards an F1 licence as well as 
gaining significant track time in preparation for other major 
single seater championship campaigns.

The car FT-60 is a state-of-the-art racing machine  
that is more like a scaled down Formula 1 car than either  
of its two previous machines, the FT-40 and the FT-50.

Designed like the previous two series cars by Italian 
manufacturer Tatuus, the chassis is similar to that used 
in other global junior formulae, but will use a new engine 
that will pack a powerful 280 horsepower making it one 
of the best performing junior cars on the FIA’s recognised 
pathway to Formula 1. That pathway includes four tiers of 
racing machinery with FIA Formula 2, the official feeder to 
Formula 1, sitting as the Tier 1 category on that pathway. 
In the ladder of performance, the Toyota Racing Series 
car will sit squarely in Tier 3 along with categories like the 
FIA Formula Regional European Championship and the 
Formula Renault Eurocup.

The TRS series will run the same format championship 
with five consecutive weekends in January and February 
taking in five circuits located on New Zealand’s North  
and South Islands. The series will again climax with the 
New Zealand Grand Prix, one of only two events outside 

of the Formula 1 category officially permitted to use 
the phrase ‘Grand Prix’ by the world governing body of 
motorsport, the FIA.

The new car features all of the key recent safety initiatives 
developed by the FIA in conjunction with Formula 1. The 
design incorporates a ‘halo’ driver protection system to 
protect the driver from side, top and frontal impact from 
debris in an accident and also features the very latest in 
side and front impact technology in the chassis itself. Twin 
wheel tethers are included in the design to prevent wheels 
flying off in the event of a crash, another feature straight 
out of Formula 1.

Also all new is the Toyota motor that will power  
the twenty cars in the 2020 series and beyond.  
The engine in the car is a two litre, turbocharged,  
direct injection unit. It is based on the 8AR FTS  
engine used in both Toyota and Lexus models, but  
has been developed into a full race engine by the same 
NZ engineers that were involved in the development and 
maintenance of the previous 1.8L engine used for the  
FT-40 and FT-50.

Despite the exotic materials and processes used in the 
car - it features a chassis, bodywork and front and rear 
wing packages manufactured solely out of carbon fibre 
composites - the FT-60 falls within the FIA’s own cost 
restriction parameters with known costs for replacement 
parts a critical element in ensuring the category isn’t just 
accessible to international drivers but also to up and coming 
Kiwi racers.

 Toyota GAZOO Racing New Zealand’s  
FT-60 has attracted a lot of attention and 

will bring full grids in 2020.
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